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Jacksonvi l le  High School  

 

Poetry in Motion at JHS 

Nine Crimson students competed in the National English 
Honor Society sponsored Poetry Slam in April which is 
National Poetry Month. Congratulations to the fierce 
competitors who found empowerment in their written and 
spoken words (L-R): Kelly Lu, Tyler Peters, third place 
finisher Octavia Sleek, Lucas Magelitz, first place finisher 
Ellie Smith, Rose Shirkey, second place finisher Alexis 
Shanks, Anthony Fisk, and Djay Harris.   

Poetry topics ranged in content from school and social 
issues, to violence, race, and love, connection and finding 
renewal after loss.  In all, the students' well-appointed words 

spoke powerfully to the truth that, in the words of former 
Illinois Poet Laureate Gwendolyn Brooks, "We are each 
other's magnitude and bond." 
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Writers Excel at JHS 

 

Five JHS students were selected as 
winners in the Regional Office of Edu-
cation #1 Writing Talent Search, and 
three of those students shared their out-
standing original work at a Crimson 
Community Connection (CCC) meet-
ing in April: sophomore Kelly Lu 
(winner in poetry), senior Kameron 
Chappell (winner in prose), and ninth-
grader Paige Daniels (winner in 
prose).  Other winners included senior 
Clifford Kretzer and sophomore Evie 
Pope.  These students will be recognized at a reception at Jacksonville High 
School in May.  Congratulations! 

 

 

Crimson Courage Chapter of SADD Officers for the 2018-19 
School Year 

 
The following students were elected into office for the upcoming school year 
for the Crimson Courage Club a chapter of SADD (Students Against Destruc-
tive Decisions).  Crimson Courage is open to any JHS student who will pledge 
to be alcohol, drug, and tobacco free.  Every month Crimson Courage hosts a 
drug free activity and promotes personal health, safety, and social emotional 
learning.  This month Crimson Courage went roller skating at Skateland. In 
May, Crimson Courage will host a picnic in Community Park. 
Congratulations to the following officers: 
President:    Tanasia Clark 
Vice President:   Andy Towers 
Secretary:    Michael Bates 
Treasurer:    Breanna Butler 
Marketing/Advertising:    Suzannah Spears 
Fundraising Chair:  Devin Ussery 
Social Chair:   DJay Harris 
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Seniors Recognized as Kiwanis Vocational Students of the Month 
 

 The Jacksonville Kiwanis Club honors seniors in Morgan County that 
have been chosen by their high school vocational teachers for the Kiwanis Vo-
cational Student of the Month.  This May these fine young men and women 
will attend the Kiwanis noon meeting at Hamilton’s and will be recognized for 
their outstanding contribution and academic achievement in the vocational/
technical areas of their schools.  The faculty, staff, and administration com-
mend our seniors for being chosen as the Kiwanis Vocational Students of the 
Month throughout the school year: 
 
September:  Mason Bartholomew 
October:   Serenity Norman 
November:  Mae Gibson 
December:   Leah Chaudion 
January:   Michael Saxer 
February:   Andrew Sipes 
March:   Will Peak 
April:   Chase Tomhave 
 
 



 4 

Student  Services  Newslet ter  

 

 

 

Senior Check List 

Your senior year of high school is the most important time in the college plan-
ning process and the first stepping stone of your life.  

General Stuff 

Continue to challenge yourself and take strong elective courses (don’t take 
an easy schedule, fight seniorities). 

Attend college fairs in your area to learn about opportunities and resources 
available to you 

Visit college campuses, visit many, and visit often. Attend events at the col-
leges you are interests in.  

Explore careers and job opportunities by talking with people whose opin-
ions you respect and start networking to build connections. 

Make sure your high school counselor knows what you’re looking for in a 
college so he/she can help you choose the best one for you. 

Early Fall 

Gather applications to the schools you are considering (note deadlines for 
admission, scholarships, housing, etc.). 

Sit down with everyone who has a stake in your college decision and solicit 
their input. Listen to what everyone has to say.  

Contact people to write letters of recommendation (choose people who ac-
tually know you, not just with a cool title. Give them plenty of time to 
write the letters.  

Collect scholarship information (contact names, addresses, applications, 
etc.) from someone a year ahead of you who received several scholar-
ships and/or had the same major as you, or someone with comparable in-
volvements and activities.  

Get to know the admission criteria for your top schools. Know where you 
stand in relation to those requirements and work toward changing what 
you can if you fall short.  

Take the ACT/SAT in September/October (repeat as necessary or desired). 
Apply for admission (if seeking early admission). 

latest scholarship 
Apply for admission to the colleges you want to attend 
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Mid-Fall 

Talk to your school counselor about local scholarships and get the appli-
cation 

Work on personal statements with teacher, counselor, parent 
Keep checking back periodically throughout the year for information on 

latest scholarship 
Apply for admission to the colleges you want to attend 

Spring 

Attend a financial aid workshop with your parents ( at JHS) 
Apply for financial aid ( as soon after October 1st as possible 
Finalize colleges and any last minute college visits  
It’s time to make decisions! 

After you choose a school 

Apply for housing 
Get familiar with your college and what you will need when you get there.  

Learn about:  
-Housing Options: (on campus, off campus, Greek life, etc.) 
-Course selection/ scheduling 
-faculty/programs in your major 
-Do you need a car? 

 -Where will you park? 
 -Do you need a bike? 

-Desktop/laptop? 

Sumer before college 

Enroll as early as you possibly can 
Attend a summer orientation program. 

Also be sure to enroll in a freshmen orientation class, even if it is not re-
quired 

Make sure to take a tour of your classes before school starts so you won’t 
get lost on your first day of class 

If you have a roommate, make a list of what you will need and get in touch 
with your roommate do coordinate materials. 
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Listening to Youth Student Advisory Board Wraps up the 
School Year 

 
Members of the Listening to Youth Student Advisory Board have been 

meeting throughout the 2018-19 school year discussing various topics that deal 
with bullying prevention, kindness, incentives, and event planning.  The board 
created a proposal and will present their ideas to the JHS administration in 
May.  The purpose of a student advisory board is to give students a voice in 
some of the decision making by adults for youth.   

As educators, we often think we know what students need and want.  
Sometimes we miss the mark.  In those cases, time and resources are lost.  The 
student advisory board was created by the faculty and staff providing names of 
student that spanned across the school population to participate on the board.  
The board then came together to discuss anything and everything in regards to 
education, student needs, curriculum, school culture, school policy, and stu-
dent incentives.    

Lots of good discussions and ideas emerged by listening to the youth of 
Jacksonville High School.  They too gained insight about why some of our 
policies are in place and why some of our former incentives were discontin-
ued.   

Members of the LTY Student Advisory Board include:  Will 
Brockschmidt, Drew Ezard, Bailey Goldsberry, Emma Hays, Nora Homolka, 
Macey Hynes, Ethan Karr, Christevine Lunama, Sky Moberly, Colin Oberg, 
Jonah Pattie, Kourtney Pollitt, Sarah Racey, Gavin Smith, Myka Thies, Chase 
Tomhave, Devin Ussery, and Claire VanAken.   
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Senior Program and SAT Testing a Success 
 

On April 10, 2018, the 9th, 10th, and 11th grades took the PSAT 9, PSAT 
10, and the SAT while the seniors participated in a Senior Program designed 
with seniors and their transition from high school to their post-secondary plan 
in mind.  The seniors started their day with donuts donated by both MidWest 
Technical Institute and Robert Morris University.  The first session the seniors 
attended was presented by Officer Katie Bettis and Officer Craig Wright on 
personal safety and dealing with emergency situations.   

Following this general session, the seniors broke off into four rotating 
groups and participated in sessions that included:  Team Building with the Ar-
my National Guard, the Peace Corps with Andrew English, College and Career 
Readiness with MTI and RMU, Resume Writing and Interviewing Tips with 
Anne Godman from MacMurray College, and ending the program with a moti-
vational speech from John Hume “Measuring Up”.    

Feedback from the seniors and faculty supervisors praised the program 
and said “we learned a lot about a number of programs while being engaged in 
activities and having fun with our peers.”  It takes an entire community to en-
sure that these programs and school-wide testing days are successful.  We are 
grateful for our volunteer presenters, faculty and staff, and administrators who 
put forth their time and efforts to support these efforts. 
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Crimson Courage Promotes Operation Safe                             
Prom and Graduation 

 
Members of Crimson Courage ask all Prom attendees, guests, and graduates to 
take the Pledge to be safe and sober during these 
celebratory times.  Prom and graduation are 
milestones in a teenager’s life to celebrate with 
friends and create memories.  Don’t let alcohol 
and other drugs get in the way of these memo-
ries.  Be prepared for the pressure that comes 
with these events.  Be ready to say no and walk 
away.  Plan fun times and stick to the plan without using any substances.   
Attend after prom and join in the fun of glow in the dark dodge ball, inflata-
bles, scavenger hunt, and a hypnotist.  There are tons of prizes including an ap-
ple watch, 32” smart TV, Cubs tickets, and more.  Food and drinks will be 
served all night.  Be a leader and show others that you can have a good time 
sober and safe.  Don’t get in a vehicle with anyone who has been using sub-
stances.  Have your cell phone charged and read to make a call in case of an 
emergency.  Take the pledge to be safe and sober and celebrate prom and grad-
uation the way it was intended to be……a memory that you will never forget! 
 

April/May Recognition Month 
 

Spring brings new life and a chance to renew and recognize the positive things 
around us.   Student Services is afforded the opportunity to recognize those in-
dividuals who work hard for all of us day in and day out.  We are blessed and 
grateful for each and every one of you.  You truly make a difference every day! 
 
April 25th  Secretary’s Day  Melissa Suttles 
May 1st  Principal’s Day  Tim Chipman 
May 4th  Taco Day   Joe O’Neil  (It’s Your Day Kid!) 
May 12th  Nurse’s Day  Cindy Weger 
May 11th  Graduation Day  Intern Audrey Brauer 
May 25th  Graduation Day  Morgan Suttles 
 
Thank you all and best wishes to Morgan and Audrey! 
 



 9 

Student  Services  

We are Jacksonville 
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nity of learners who    
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career ready individuals. 

 

Timothy Chipman 

tchipman@jsd117.org 

217-243-4384 ext. 2139 

Assistant Principal 

Sherri McLaughlin 

smclaughlin@jsd117.org 

217-243-4384 ext. 2242 

Class of 2018 

Freshmen H-P 

Saumil Thakkar 

sthakkar@jsd117.org 

217-243-4384 ext. 2241 

Class of 2019 

Freshmen A-G  

Megan Waterstraat 

mwaterstraat@jsd117.org 

217-243-4384 ext. 2240 

Class of 2020 

Freshmen Q-Z 

Cindy Weger, RN 

cweger@jsd117.org 

217-243-4384 ext. 2244 

School Nurse 

Joe O’Neil  

joneil@jsd117.org 

217-243-4384 ext. 2239 

Special Education Services 

Melissa Suttles 

msuttles@jsd117.org 

217-243-4384 ext. 2243 

Student Services Secretary 

Morgan Suttles 

jhsstudentworker@gmail.com 

Student Worker 

Class of 2018 

 

Student Services 
Department 

 
 

Senior Award Night Scheduled for May 16
th

 
 
JHS will host their annual Senior Award Night on Wednes-
day, May 16th at 7:30 p.m. in the JHS Auditorium.  Local 
scholarships, department academic awards, the top 10% of 
the class, Presidential Academic Achievement Award, Illi-
nois State Scholars, and other miscellaneous awards will be 
presented to the chosen and/or earned recipients.  Join us 
for this special recognition of our outstanding seniors in the 
Class of 2018! 

 
JHS College/Career Signing Day 

 
May 1st is deemed as National College and Career Signing 
Day.  Former First Lady Michelle Obama founded the 
Reach Higher Initiative calling on all public high schools to 
provide post-secondary plans, enroll students in honors/
dual credit/AP courses, and encourage students to seek 
higher education and training.  She asked school to partici-
pate in the National College and Career Signing Day and 
recognize seniors and their post-secondary plans including 
all domains of: workforce training, military training, voca-
tional/technical school training, and college and university 
continued education.   
JHS held our first College and Career Signing Day ceremo-
ny in the JHS auditorium.  Twenty-two seniors agreed to 
participate during their advisory period.  Mrs. McLaughlin 
and Mrs. Brauer (school counseling intern) hosted the 
event.  Students were called to the stage, signed and dated 
their commitment certificate, and had 
his or her picture taken.  All juniors 
and seniors were invited to attend the 
ceremony.   

  


